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[57] ABSTRACT 

A device is disclosed for use in holding and placing a 
ball marker and in ground repair comprising a center 
section, a plurality of prongs extending from the center 
section, and a ball niarker retaining section comprising 
an indented ball marker retaining area and a ball marker 
magnetically secured in said indented ball marker re- 
taining area. 

3 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures 
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variable-shaped ball maricer. The indented ball marker 
BALL MARKER AND GROUND REPAIR TOOL retaining, area and the shoulder of the indented ball 

marker retaining area will be of a variable shape con- 
This application is a continuation/ of application Ser. forming to the ^p& of the variable-shaped ball marker. . . 
Na 178,143» now U.S. Pat No. 4.315.624 filed Sept 14, 5 The invention will be more fully understood from the 
1980. following detailed ditscription and appended claims 

This invention relates to sports apparatus and. more when taken with the drawings in which: 
particularly, to the ball marking and ground repair func-. FIG. 1 is an exploded isometric yiew of a combina-. 
tion associated with the game of golf. tion ball marker and ground repair tool utilizing a two- 

In playing the game of golf, a golf ball is hit onto the 10 pronged ground repair section and a slotted marker 
green near the golf hole. Many times the golf ball makes placing area. 

a mark or indentation on the green: When the golfer FIG. 2 is a partial sectional view taken at the section 
reaches the green, it is appropriate for the ball to be .2—2 of FIG. 1 showing also an optional marker and 
marked in accordance with the rules of golf and' the . retaining means in dotted lines. 

ground to be repaired. The present invention is a device IS FIG. 3 is an exploded isometric view of a combina- 
which is utilized as a combination ball marker and tion ball marker and ground repair tool utilizing a three- 
ground repair tooL pronged ground repair section and a surfiace mounted 

An object of the present invention is to provide a marker retaining area! 
combination ball marker and ground repair tool. FIG. 4 is a partial sectional view at section 4 — 4 of 

Another object of the present invention is. to provide 20 FIG. 3. 
a section of the tool on which a magnetized surface FIG. 5 is a partial plan view of a variable-shaped ball 
holds the ball marker. marker in a combination ball marker and ground repair 

A further object of the present invention on one con- tool illustrating that variable-shaped ball markers may 
figuration of the invention is to provide a slotted area be utilized with the present invention, 
within the tool which is magnetized and on which the 25 FIG. 6 is a sectional view of the combination ball 
ball marker is magnetically secured. marker and ground repair tool showing an optional ' 

Still another object of the present invention on one maiicer and retaining means, 
configuration of the invention is for the slotted area to Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 is an exploded 
be utilized as a guide and a magnetic seat for the ball isometric view of a combination ball marker and ground 
marker. 30 repair tool 1 utilizing a ground repair section with 

Another object of the present invention in one con- prongs 2 and 3 and a marker retaining area 4. The 
figuration of the invention is for the slot to have an open marker retaining area 4 is indented from the surface of 
area through which the ball marker may slide off of the the tool 1 in a slot formed by the indented marker re- 
tool utilizing a slight pressure in order to be placed taining area 4 and shoulder 5. Magnetic means 6 is se- . 
directly behind a golf ball in accordance with the rules 35 cured onto marker retaining area 4. The marker 7 iriay 
of the game of golf. be magnetically secured to the magnetic means 6. Ad- 

Still another object of the present invention is to vertising or logos may be placed at location 9 or else- 
utilize the magnetized section of the tool to magneti- where on the tool 1 or marker 7 for use as an advertising 
cally collect the ball marker from behind the golf ball function. 

on the green after the ball has been replaced. A further 40 FIG. 2 is a partial sectional view taken at section 2—2 
object of the present invention is to perform the func- of FIG. 1. In FIG. 2 the exploded portions of FIG. 1 are 
tions of positionmg a ball marker on the green, collect- unexplojded. The marker 7 is magnetically secured to 
ing the ball marker from the green, and repairing the the magnetic means 6 which is secured to the marker 
ground on the green with the same tool. retaining area 4. in use. the marker 7 may be pushed 

These and other objects and features of the invention 4S from marker end 12 in order for the marker 7 to slide off 
will be apparent from the following description and of the magnetic means 6 in order to be detached from 
appended claims. tool 1 and be placed where desired. The marker retain- 

Briefly, the invention is a device for use in holding . ing area 4 is on the end. 8 of tool 1 opposite from the tips: 
and placing a ball marker and in ground repair compris- of prongs 2 and 3. 

ing a center section, a plurality of prongs extending SO FIG. 2 also shows in dotted lines optional marker 
from the center section, and ball marker retaining sec- retaining magnetic m^eans 10 which might be utilized on 
tion. The plurality of prongs are operative for use in tool 1 in order to magnetically hold an optional marker 
ground repair. The ball marker ret^ning section is se- 11. Optional marker retaining magnetic means 10 is 
cured to the center section and is operative to hold a shown placed onto the bottom surface of tool 1, but 
ball marker. The ball marker retaining section com- 55 may also be recessed, if desired, 
prises a ball marker retaining area and a magnetic means FIG. 3 is an exploded isometric view of a combina- . 
secured onto the ball marker retaining area. The ball tion ball marker and ground repair tool 13 utilizing 
marker retaining area may be indented into the ball three prongs, prongs 14. 15. and 16. Too! 13 has a 
marker retaining section. The shoulder of the indented marker area 17 on which magnetic means 6 may be 
ball marker retaining area may form a guide for the 60 secured. Marker 7 may be magnetically secured to mag- 
movement of the ball marker. The ball roarker retaining netic means 6. The combination ball marker and ground 
area may have an open end portion through which the , repair tool 13 can be used with any plurality of prongs 
ball marker may slide when being moved from the in- desired. In FIG. 2. prongs 2 and 3 are shown. In FIG. 
dented ball marker retaining area. A second ball marker 3, prongs 14, 15, and 16 are shown. More prongs can be 
retaining area can be added tp the ball marker retaiiung 65 utilized, if desired. One. prong with a plurality of teeth 
section. A second magnetic means, is secured onto the may be utilized, if desired. The ground repair portion of 
second ball maricer retaining area and is operative to the tool 13 could be considered to be a plurality of teeth 
hold a second ball marker. The ball marker may be a emanating from the tool 13. 
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FIG 4 is a partial sectional view at sectioii 4—4 of deterioration. AVhen the slot b indented, the bdl marker 

FIG. 3. The exploded portions of FIG. 3 are unex- U only piitidlly exposed over the surface of the tool 

ploded. Magnetic means 6 is secured to the maricer area aiding in the aesthetic appearance of the tool and adding 

17 Marker 7 is magneticaUy secured to magnetic means the function of utilization of the slot as a guide and a seat 

6 The marker 7 again may be pukhed or slid from the 5 for the ball marker: The present tool is convement and 

magnetic means 6 in order to be placed onto the green. easy to use; The tool allows an individual to re^r ball 

The marker 7 may then be collected from the green by indentation marks on a golf green and to mark the posi- 

placing the tool 13 and, spedfiMlly, the magnetic means tion of the baU with the same tool. The tool elimmates 

6 over and against the marker 7. The stronger the mag- the need for the golfer to carry extra ball ma^rs and to 

netic means 6 utilized, the less pressure and distance 10 continually hunt for small marking devices. The marker 

required by the marker 7 and the magnetic means 6 to stays positioned on the tool magnetically preventmg the 

c^ect the marker 7 loss of the ball marker. The tool eliminates the necessity 

FIG 5 is a partial plan view of a variable-shaped ball of physically placing the baU marker behind the golf 

marker 19 utilized on a combination ball marker and ball with the hand. With this tool, the ball marker can be 

ground repair tool 18. The only section of tool 18 15 did into place eliminating the possibility of moving the 

Sown is the end on which the variable-shaped marker ball which might incur a penalty to the golfer. The end 

19 is secured. Variable shaped marker 19 is shown in a of the slotted section should have an opai portion such 
nattem sinular to the map of the territorial states in the as open end portion 21 on tool 18 so that the marker 
U S of America. This shape is merely illustrative of the may be slid from the slotted sectton. The tool can be 

. multitude of variable-shaped markers 19 that might be 20 utUized for advertising purposes adverteng slogans, 
utUized A sliding guide is formed by guides 22 and 23. logos, or messages which can be placed m a location 
Magnetic means 20 is placed onto tool 18, either on the such as location 9 in FIG. 1 and the tools handed, given, 
surface of tool 18 or in an indented position. The sliding or presented by those seeking such advertsements 
guides 22 and 23 may be placed on the surface of tool 18 When the ball marker 7 is collected by the tool 1 from 
or may be utUized in an indented position. The variable- 25 the ground, it is fa position , for future use. No cxta 
shaped marker 19 may be placed on the magnetic means re:positionmg effort by the golfer to place the ball 

20 without use of the sliding guides 22 and 23 or the marker 7 in proper position for future .«e >f "e«s«ry. 
outline formed by the extension of the guides 22 and 23. The present mvent.on meets its objecfaves by provrf- 
The variable-shaped marker 19 may be utilized as in ing a combmation ball ""Fker and ground r^^^^^ 

FIG. 3 in which the magnetic means 6 is placed directly 30 which a magnetized surface holds the i^kcr Tte 
onto tHc marker area 17. As shown in FIG. 5. the varia- invention also Provides a *^«?;«?* »^^^^ 

ble-shaped marker 19 would slide out of the open end which is magnetized and on "^^^^J^^^^^J ?!^JJ 
portion 21 of tool 18. When the variable-shaped marker magnetically secured. One configuration of •nven. 
19 is replaced onto the tool 18, the magnetic means 20 tion provides a slotted area to be utdized as a gmde and 
wiHcolKe viriable-shaped marker 19 and secure it 35 a magnetic seat for the baU n«rker. Also. «)nfigara. 
nnfo trml 18 «>on provides for the slot to have an open area through 

Fia « is a sectional view of the combination ball which the ball marker may slide f^^^^^f^^^^^l 
marker and ground repair tool showing an optional a slight pressure in order '? be placed direoUy betand a 
Zker and retaining means. The marker 7 is magneti- golf hall in accordance with Ae rules of the ga™ of 
secured to the magnetic means 6 which is secured 40 golf. The invention also provides a magnetized section 
Sc Sr retoiS area 4. In use. the marker 7 may of the tool to magneticaUy collect U.e ball marker from 
ie push^SSfrld 12 in order for the marker behind the golf ball on the green ««« Ae Ml ha. 
1 to slide off of the magnetic means 6 in order to be replaced. The present i",™.^^"™* '^^X 
detached from tool 1 and be placed where desired. The of positioning a ball marker on the green, collechng the 
nmker retaining area 4 is on the end 8 of tool 1 opposite 45 ball marker from the green. «id repain^g the ground on 
from the tips of prongs 2 and 3. Retaining magnetic the green with the same tool. _ 
means lOmfghtbemililedon tool 1 in order to magneti- While the mv«it.on l^^,^" J^"^J„„^*i^^ 
caUy hold ^ optional marker 11. Optional marker re- ence to specdic embodmients the ^^"P^o" ^^-f^" 
taining magnetic means 10 is shown placed onto the tivc and is not to be construed as hmitmg the soDpc of 
Sm Ti^^of tool 1. but may also be recessed, if 30 the invention. Various modiflcauors and changes may 
bottom surtace oi tool i. dui m y ^^^^ in the art without departing from 

The magnetic means 6. 10. and 20 may be any type of the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the 
magnetic means. The magnetic means could be a mag- appended claims. 

netic tane in which the side ofthe tape is secured to the I claim: . , - u-n 

re^nSg ^Jbe'ow. The magnetic means could be a 55 1. A device for i«c m hokling |md placmg a baU 
magnet^ insert secured within or on the tool. The mag- marker and m ground repair comprising. . 
S^s could be a metal with magnetic properties a. a ^ll »ark« ''t''"'*";^ y ^P"^f '^"^^^ 
or which is magnetized and becomes a portion of the tiaUy Oat bottom, a substantially f^at top, and a 

■ ^ body extendmg from said substantially flat bottom 

*^e tool may be made from any desired material 60 to said substantially flat top; _ 
which can perform the functions defined herein. When b. a structure contaimng a fnt^f?"^"' , . 
aslotisutilLdasaguideforthemarker.theslotallows c. a p urahty of prongs extendmg center 
ttie fLwy straight e&on of the ball marker from the section and operative for use m BTo^ ^f^i 

^1 S giv<fa gieat convenience to placing the ball . d. a ball marker retaming s^''^" ^ 
marker in^ positL directly behind the golf ball in 65 center section and operative to hold said baU 
accordance with the rules of the game of golf. Utilizing ^"''f ,f °'P^!*'"!L„i„i„„ ,«„roximate 

the indented slot may also add to the longetivity of the . 1. a ball nmker retaimng 
tool by protecting the magnetic portion from possible shape and size of said ball marker and mdented 
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into said ball marker retaining section with the 
shoulder of said indented ball niarker retaining 
area forming a guide for the mbycment of said 
ball marker, said ball marker retaining area being 
of appropriate depth so that said ball marker ^ 
would extend above said structure which in- 
cludes said ball marker retaining section Wherdn 
movement of an object from said center section 
toward said ball marker retaining section would jq 
encounter the perimeter of said ball marker caus- 
ing said ball marker to slide outward from said 
device; and 


, 2. a magnet secured onto said ball inarker retaining 
area. 

2. A device according to claun 1 fiirther comprising 
an open end portion of said ball marker retaining area 
through which said ball marker may slide when moved 
from said indented ball marker retaining area. 

3. A device according to claim 2 wherein said ball 
inarker is a ball marker with an irregularly-shaped pe- 
rimeter, and said indented ball marker, retaining area 
and said shoulder of said indented ball marker retaining 
area are of a similar shape conforming to the shape of 
said ball inarker with an irregularly-shaped perimeter. 
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